
Visual Art Virtual Learning

 Art II: Thumbnail Thursday
April 9th, 2020



 
Lesson: 04-09-2020

Objective/Learning Target: 
Students will take time to practice the skill of drawing from 
observation using the four basic forms to begin, and adding 

details as they continue.   



Masterpiece 
Monday

Take a closer 
look at a Famous 
Artist and their 
work

Technique 
Tuesday

Practice Skills 

Known and new 
techniques

What’s Up 
Wednesday

Explore a 
technique or 
Artist happening 
somewhere in the 
world right now! 

 Thumbnail 
Thursday

Small, loose 
sketches of 
objects we find 
or design 
concepts

Figure 
Friday

Figure drawing 
challenges



Drawing from observation
This is a great tool for an artist:

 When one can s l o w   d o w n 

and truly observe the things around them, 

Drawing What You See 

is a truly satisfying process.

Be encouraged though, this is a process, it will take 
practice to improve your skills!



“Draw what you See NOT what You Think” -the mantra of many art teachers

To begin, we will bring it back to the basics:

The building block of drawing -- two elements of art we call

SHAPE and FORM

There are Four Basic Forms:

2D
Length X Width

3D
Length X Width X 
Height

Cylinder 
Sphere

Cone 

Cube 



Every three- 
dimensional 
object around 
us can be 
easily broken 
down into the 
basic shapes 
and forms.

What does that 
look like? 

Object: Basic Form:

A ball is a
SPHERE

Cups are 
CYLINDERS 

Carrots, shells
& much more are

  CONES

Boxes are
  CUBES



What will you draw?
Today I decided to draw my breakfast, 
nothing too fancy or difficult.

● An apple
● A spoonful of peanut butter
● A mug of coffee

Whatever you pick, the first few times 
we do this, keep it simple! (Remember 
your four basic forms as you decide) 



Step 1: 
What are my basic forms?

● The Apple: a sphere 
● The spoonful of Peanut 

Butter: (this one is a little more 
tricky,) maybe a rectangular 
prism and a sphere

● The Coffee Mug: A cylinder

What are your forms?

Think...



Step 2:   & Draw! 
Grab any piece of paper & 
preferably a pencil. (I am using a 
sketchbook but it is not a problem if you do not 
have one, use what you have!)

Draw just your basic shapes and 
forms first. NO DETAILS!

Keep it simple. Keep it light.

“Sketchy” is just fine right now



Step 3: Refine fix and adjust 

Keep referencing what 
you are drawing! 

Draw what you SEE not 
what you THINK. 

If you stop checking 
your reference you are 
drawing what you think 
not looking and 
drawing bit by bit 
what you see.

Peep those 
highlights and 
shadows to help 
show the 3D form!



Thumbnails... These are meant to be 
practice drawings. 
Use them to grow and 
figure out how forms 
work.

Mine are still very 
quick and loose & 
that is okay. 

Do your best now, and 
come back to add more 
details when and if 
you have more time!

 Happy sketching:)

I would like to add 
more value to my 
apple later, I found 
drawing the empty 
bite mark fun!



Posters we use to 
teach you...





How to show us 
your 

creations...
We’d

 lov
e to

 see
 you

r 

work
!!! 
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